St Mark’s Church, Parish Council MINUTES
21st May, 2018 

Meeting was held on Monday 21st May, 2018 at 7.30pm at St Mark’s office.

Present: Andrew Bowles (Priest in Charge and Chair), Colin Lane, Gill Birkett, Peter Crafter, Andy Walker, Ruth Johnson, Anne Anderton,  Adam van Leeuwin, Ken Thompson, Anton Benc, Courtney Clowes, Sandra Millard (Minutes).

Apology:  Katherine Mitchell
Opening Prayer and Scripture Reading: (Andrew Bowles)  1 Corinthians 12:4-11. 
Minutes of Previous meeting 16th April, 2018.
Ken Thompson asked for an amendment to the previous minutes to reflect the decision made at the April meeting to make a payment to CMS from unallocated mission giving, to be given to missionary trainees. This amendment was accepted, and with it the minutes of previous meeting were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting, on the motion of Sandra Millard, seconded by Peter Crafter.
Business arising from previous meeting.  There was none.

1. Reports
a. Senior Minister
Andrew Bowles reported on his visit to New York and his attendance at the ‘Emotionally Healthy Discipleship Summit’ held at New Life Fellowship Church.  He said that this meeting was very helpful to him and especially for his thoughts about how this subject may unfold at St Mark’s in the future.  He conferred with a Minister from Narre Warren who also attended and we may be involved in planning a Melbourne visit from Peter Scazzero in conjunction with his Church.
The Emotionally Spirituality Course that is currently been held is being well attended and the subject is producing a deep level of thought and consideration.
b. Finance Report
Andy Walker reported the offerings were down for the month of April

and also costs were slightly ahead of the budget.
Andy was asked to provide detail on the expenses labelled ‘worship services’, and to email Anne Anderton with this information.

The finance statement was presented and moved by Andy Walker to be accepted, seconded by Colin Lane.

2. Governance & Administration

a. Policy Reviews

It was moved that we adopt the Diocesan Child Safety Policy and that it replace the St Mark’s Child Safe Policy. 

It was also moved that we adopt the Privacy Policy subject to an amendment in relation to photography.

These motions were moved by Anne Anderton, seconded Peter Crafter.

b. Capital Works
i.  Office Verandah

The verandah project has been completed.  There is a trench to be dug for electric cabling in the future months.


ii.  Vicarage

The tenants have vacated the old building and so we are awaiting notice from the Diocese for demolition start date.

iii. Upstairs Fire Escape

Considering the expensive cost as provided by a quote, this is not a viable project for St. Mark’s or ECHO. ECHO may need to vacate the upstairs offices if this matter is a concern to them, and are in fact looking to move to a different office at some point.
iv. Hall Kitchen
Changes were made this month to gain current commercial kitchen  registration and so is now up to date.

3.  St Mark’s Mission Partners
Discussion was led by Ken Thompson where he suggested how we might approach mission partnerships. We could gain more involvement with CMS and perhaps receive more in return for our  contributions. Ken Thompson agreed to present a document at a future meeting where he will show more possibilities in this respect.

4. STM Vision 2018-2028

Andrew present a summary of the vision statement and answered questions about the implications of the goals and strategies described. The vision proposal was unanimously accepted and the Council gave support to proceed with the plan. A further conversation was had to discuss the need for financial strategies to provide resources for this stage in the life of St. Mark’s. The vision should be launched to the congregation in approximately three months.
5. Other Business & Correspondence -  Nil.

6. Next Meeting  -  Monday 18th June, 2018,  7.30pm in the Meeting Room.
